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BACKGROUND
Impetus for creating a Music Thesaurus was triggered in 1989 by the Music library Association
Music Thesaurus Project Working Group's report, entitled ''Improving Access to Music."1 The
central need articulated in this report was the development of"a controlled vocabulary that is more
logically structured and more easily manipulated" than that found in library of Congress subject
headings (LCSH).
Despite its widespread usage, there are many inconsistencies in the structure and scope of LC
subject headings which affect its success both as an indexing and a searching vocabulary and which
bring into question LCSHs claim to being a thesaurus. These weaknesses, echoed in the MIA
report, have not gone unnoticed by other practitioners and patrons.2 3 4
Criticism centers on the facts that LCSH is a list of inconsistently established headings, providing
uneven coverage of a multiplicity of topics, often representing pre-coordinated multi-faceted
concepts. LC headings, at best, have varying levels of syndetic structure and were constructed on
the basis of changing principles and patterns over time. The result is a tool that was not initially
designed to be a thesaurus and today, despite its thesaurus-like qualities, fulfills that role
imperfectly.
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